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Preface 

This document serves as a project description for foundations and sponsors who would like to support 

our film music album project "HOPE - 12 Prayers for Cello and Orchestra". We thank all institutions 

interested in supporting this artistically challenging project. 

 

 

Bern, August 15, 2022         Andreas Graf    
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1. Background 

The cello is an instrument of emotions. In classical music theatre, the opera, which is the forerunner of 

film, composers usually provided a cello solo in the most emotional part of the story. Many film com-

posers have adopted this tradition and use the cello for particularly heart-rending moments in a film’s 

plot. 

 

During the Corona crisis, Peter Hauser and Andreas Graf, both concert cellists of the Bern Symphony 

Orchestra, founded the start-up company Epic Lab Film, Music & Scoring (www.epic-lab.com) together 

with Niklaus Vogel, film composer from Thun. Their goal is to collaborate with film composers around 

the world and to promote newly composed music, in addition to the traditional scoring of films. 

  

With the present project we would like to produce a music album that will contain elegiac, cinematic 

music for cello solo and film orchestra. For this purpose, we have commissioned 12 pieces of music 

from 12 film composers worldwide back in spring of 2022, which we want to combine in an album that 

thematically addresses the current political situation in Europe and bears the title "HOPE - 12 Prayers 

for Cello and Orchestra". Thus, each piece represents a musical prayer and has a length of 3-4 min-

utes, so that it is suitable for radio broadcasting. All composers and the soloist have agreed to partici-

pate on an honorary basis in the creation of the album. The pieces will be delivered in score form by 

September 2022, and we would like to record them in spring 2023 at AIR Studios London, the world-

renowned film music studio whose film orchestra has provided the music for many major Hollywood 

productions and is known for its top-quality recordings. The official album release is scheduled for 

Easter 2023.  

 

In order to give something back to the composers for their great effort, in case of a successful exploita-

tion of the album, a part of the royalty income will be distributed among the composers, the rest will be 

donated to UNICEF Children's Aid in the spirit of the album in favour of war victims. 

 

 

2. Purpose 

The goal of the album project is to offer the listener an auditory experience that lets them forget the 

horrors of war for a moment and takes them into a world of beauty and confidence. Since the music 

often receives less attention in film than the moving image, the film composers involved value the op-

portunity to contribute ideally to a project with a charitable character on the one hand, and to write 

music for an album on the other hand, in which their composition, the music alone, takes center stage. 

The recording in the AIR Studios London results in an exciting project exchange for everyone involved 

and offers them an chance to record their work in one of the best studios for film music and to make 

themselves heard in the international film music scene. 
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3. Album title 

We have planned the album title as follows: "HOPE - 12 Prayers for Cello and Orchestra". The album 

is neither politically nor religiously motivated. Hope is a universal theme, which on the one hand fits 

well with the current world situation, and on the other hand has a strong connection to the film world. 

Each of the 12 pieces of music also symbolizes one of 12 human virtues that also characterize a film 

heroine or hero: Wisdom, Truth, Justice, Mercy, Peacefulness, Courage, Perseverance, Faith, 

Kindness, Humility, Hope and Love. In almost every film story, the protagonist faces challenges and 

setbacks. It is hope, together with dedication and perseverance, that allows the heroine/hero to get 

over the emotional state of utmost despair (called among screenwriters the moment of “dark night of 

the soul”), and leads him/her to a new, changed existence, either physically or psychologically. 

 

 

4. Film composers invloved 

Among the film composers involved in the project are well-known personalities in Hollywood, emerging 

young talents from England, Europe and Switzerland, as well as prize winners of international compe-

titions. We have made sure that Swiss film composers are well represented. Below is a list of the per-

sonalities who have agreed to participate in the project (in alphabetical order): 

 

- Sebastian Androne, Switzerland (Winner Zurich Filmmusic Competition, 2018) 

- Esin Aydingoz, Turkey ("Best score" award for The Monster of the Desert, 2020) 

- Marcel Barsotti, Germany (several „Best music“ nominations at German Film Award) 

- Sharon Farber, Israel (Grammy Award for Women Warriors, 2022) 

- Patrick Kirst, Los Angeles (Netflix Megahit The Kissing Booth (2018-2021), Prof. at USC) 

- David Kudell, Los Angeles (Winner Westworld Scoring Competition, 2020) 

- Tomasz Jakub Opalka, Poland (Warner Classics, Prof. at Chopin University of Music Warsaw) 

- Tom Recknell, England (Finalist Westworld Scoring Competition, 2020) 

- Adrew Morgan Smith, Los Angeles (Finalist Westworld Scoring Competition, 2020) 

- Nathan Stornetta, Switzerland (El Sueño de Toledo, 2019) 

- Oleg Troyanovsky, Switzerland (Finalist Westworld Scoring Competition, 2020) 

- Niklaus Vogel, Switzerland (The Eagles of Amenelos, 2020) 

 

The detailed biographies of the composers can be found in the appendix on page 8. 

 

As a special guest, Oscar winner Gabriel Yared (The English Patient, 1997) has agreed to take part in 

the album project. As his time resources do not allow him to compose a new piece, he has offered that 

we may arrange and record his Aria from the film Possession (2002) exclusively for our album for cello 

and orchestra. We would like to take this opportunity and add the piece, which is a world premiere in 

this form, as a bonus track to the album. 
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5. Music style and instrumentation 

All 12 musical prayers will have an epic, cinematic orchestral sound, with an elegiac cello as the solo 

part. The pieces will be written in the musical style of an Ave Maria / Requiem / Hero's theme, so that 

the cello can sing and its timbres can be fully appreciated. For the orchestration, the composers will 

have the following instruments at their disposal: 

 

Strings: 12 first violins,10 second violins, 8 violas, 6 cellos, 4 double basses 

Woodwinds: 2 flutes, 2 oboes (2nd oboe alternatively English horn), 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons  

Brass: 3 horns, 2 trumpets, 2 trombones, 1 bass trombone 

1 harp 

Percussion: 1 timpani, 1 percussion 

 

The composers also have the option of using choral parts. These will be sung and mixed in by the 

Swiss Youth Choir in the church of Amsoldingen in Switzerland under the direction of the Swiss con-

ductor Nicolas Fink. 

 

 

6. Performers 

Andreas Graf, solo cello 

The solo cello is performed by Swiss concert cellist Andreas Graf. He is a multiple prize winner, includ-

ing the Thun Cultural Promotion Prize in Switzerland, and has been involved in CD productions for the 

labels Divox, Claves Records and jpc. A detailed curriculum vitae can be found in the appendix on 

page 17. 

 

Swiss Youth Choir (SJC) 

The Swiss Youth Choir (SJC) will be responsible for the recording of the choral parts. As a top 

ensemble, it has been delighting audiences with its concerts in Switzerland and abroad for 25 years 

with its freshness, musicality and precision. A more detailed description can be found in the appendix 

on page 18. 

 

Nicolas Fink, conductor 

Swiss conductor Nicolas Fink will be the musical director for the album project. He is chief conductor 

of the WDR Rundfunkchor Köln and choral director of the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival. A de-

tailed curriculum vitae can be found in the appendix on page 18. 

 

Film orchestra of AIR Studios London 

AIR Studios London is a world-renowned film music studio whose film orchestra has recorded the 

music for many major film productions and is renowned for its top-quality recordings. The superb re-

cording environment includes Lyndhurst Hall, used for orchestral recordings, Studio One with its clas-
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sic custom-built Neve, and a stunning SSL mixing room. A number of post-production studios for 

Foleys and a number of producer rooms are also located on the studio premises. The musicians used 

are among the best in the world. 

 

 

7. Budget 

The budget for the album production is CHF 65'000.- and is composed as follows: 

 

 

Composer and soloist fees     free of charge 

 

Recording sessions AIR Studios London   £ 41'362.- (ca. CHF 48’000.- Aug. 22) 

Mixing (Idee und Klang, Basel)     CHF 5'000.- 

Travel expenses, accommodation and logistics   CHF 4’500.- 

Recording venue & sound engineer Swiss Youth Choir  CHF 2’500.- 

Marketing and share of sales costs    CHF 5’000.- 

 

Budget Total       CHF 65'000.- 
 

 

A detailed list of the costs for the recording sessions at AIR Studios London can be found in the ap-

pendix on page 19. 

 

 

8. Production and distribution 

All composers involved and the soloist work free of charge. In order to finance the music recordings, 

we are looking for foundations and sponsors to support the project. For contributions of CHF 10’000.- 

or more, we invite foundation representatives and sponsors to attend the recording sessions and take 

a look behind the scenes of the world-famous AIR Studios London, including a guided tour and aperitif 

with those film composers who can be present. 

 

We would like to do the sound mixing of the album in cooperation with Studio Idee und Klang in Basel. 

Daniel Dettwiler is considered one of the best sound mixers in Switzerland. 

 

For the distribution of the album we are looking for an international distribution partner and are in talks 

with various CD labels. In order to give something back to the composers, in case of a successful 

exploitation of the album, a part of the income from the royalties will be distributed among the com-

posers, the other part will be donated in the spirit of the album in favour of war victims to the children's 

aid of UNICEF. 
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9. Milestones 

Here is a brief overview of the major milestones achieved and the projected timeline for the remaining 

milestones: 

 

July-October 2022    Inquiry from film composers worldwide 

November-December 2022   Contracts created and obtained 

January 2023     Project launch, composition process begins 

September 2023    Latest submission of compositions 

October 2023     Preparation of all scores and individual parts,  

Rehearsal of the works 

January 2023     Recording of the works at London AIR Studios 

February 2023     Sound mix with Daniel Dettwiler, Idee und Klang Basel 

March 2023     Production and pressing of the CDs, marketing work 

Easter 2023     Official album release 
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10. APPENDIX 

 

10.1. Biographies of the film composers involved 

 

 

 

Sebastian Androne 

 

Sebastian Androne-Nakanishi is a multi-award winning composer who writes contemporary concert 

music as well as soundtracks for theater or film. He studied music composition in the UK, France and 

Romania. The Swiss-based composer won the 2018 "Golden Eye" trophy at the Zurich Film Festival's 

International Film Music Competition for his score for Steve Cutt's short film "Happiness." His music is 

performed worldwide by established ensembles and orchestras. Sebastian Androne-Nakanishi re-

ceived his PhD from the National University of Music of Bucharest in 2018 (with Dan Dediu as his 

thesis advisor and long-time mentor) and taught composition, orchestration and musical form at the 

same institution. He received two Erasmus scholarships and studied composition with Stefano Ger-

vasoni during his doctoral studies in Paris at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique et de 

Danse, and with Joe Cutler, Howard Skempton, and Ed Bennett during his Masters at Birmingham 

Conservatoire. He attended master classes with established composers such as Mark-Anthony Tur-

nage, Isabel Mundry, Agustín Fernández, Brian Ferneyhough, Richard Ayres, Christopher Fox and 

Jörg Widmann. 
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Esin Aydingoz 

 

Esin Aydingoz is an emerging film composer from Istanbul, Turkey. She graduated Summa Cum 

Laude from the prestigious Berklee College of Music in Boston (USA) with a double degree in Film 

Music and Contemporary Composition, with a minor in Composition for Musical Theater. As associate 

music director of Disney's a cappella ensemble "DCappella," she arranged and produced several Dis-

ney albums, in addition to composing music for a variety of projects including animations, silent films, 

documentaries, television series, video games and musicals. Her music for the short films The Mon-

ster of the Desert (2020) and Noor (2021) have earned her several "Best Score" awards. Other career 

highlights have included film scores for Simchas and Sorrows (2022), The Prevalence (2020), Cin-

ema's First Nasty Women (2021), SEE (2021), One Summer (2021), and Presence of Love (2022). In 

addition to her work as a film composer, Esin Aydingoz is also a pianist and conductor. Her chamber 

music and solo piano works have been performed in LA, Istanbul, Boston, Latvia, and Taiwan. She is 

a member of the Recording Academy, Secretary of the Alliance for Women Film Composers, and a 

committee member of the Society of Composers and Lyricists. 

 

 

 

 

Marcel Barsotti 

 

Marcel Barsotti is a Swiss film composer, born in Lucerne. After an apprenticeship in composition with 

composer George Byrd (USA), he studied composition, piano and clarinet at the Richard Strauss Con-
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servatory in Munich and then completed a pop music apprenticeship with composer Harold Falter-

meyer. He has written film music for over 90 cinema and television films, such as Das Wunder von 

Bern (2003), Die Päpstin (2009), Deutschland. Ein Som-mermärchen (2006), Der Bibelcode (2008), 

Die Hebamme (2014) and Jesus liebt mich (2012). He has received numerous awards for his work, 

including the German Record Critics Award, the top prize at the Parkcity Film Music Festival, the Ger-

man Designer Award, three nominations for the German Television Award, nominations for the Ger-

man Academy of Television Award and the German Music Authors Award, the German Film Critics 

Award, and the Score of the Year Award. Marcel Barsotti has worked with film personalities such as 

Sönke Wortmann, Günter Rohrbach, Caroline Link, Matti Geschonek, Luc Besson, Paul Hills and 

Christoph Schrewe. In addition to his work as a composer, he is involved in music festivals and film 

academies, offers film music coaching and is active on the board of the German Film Composers Un-

ion DEFKOM. In 2002 he published the first comprehensive sound library Ethno World for ethnic in-

struments, which is used by film composers and musicians worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

Sharon Farber 

 

Composer Sharon Farber has Israeli roots and is an acclaimed film, television and concert composer 

living in Los Angeles. She is a GRAMMY winner for her music on the album Woman Warriors: The 

Voices of Change, a member of the Motion Picture’s and TV Academy’s Executive Committees, Vice 

President of the Alliance for Women Film Composers, and has been no-mined for the Emmy Award 

four times. She was honored with the Society of Composers and Lyricists Award for her "exceptional 

achievement in the art of film music" and is the winner of the Visionary Award in Music, presented by 

the Women's International Film & Television Showcase, and the Telly Award. A graduate of the pres-

tigious Berklee College of Music in Boston, USA, Sharon Farber has worked with producers and cable 

networks such as NBC, CBS, Showtime, Lifetime and Warner Brothers, and has written the music for 

countless feature films and documentaries. Her film scores have been released commercially and 

performed live in concerts. Sharon's most recent film score for award-winning director Nina Menkes 

premiered at the Sundance Film Festival and the Berlinale. She is also responsible for the film music 

for Gev Miron's documentary Solar Wars, as well as a number of films for Aegis Film Group. 
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Patrick Kirst 

 

Patrick Kirst is a German-born film composer living in Los Angeles. He is best known for his work on 

the highly successful comedy trilogy The Kissing Booth (2018-2021), which achieved a record-

breaking number of streams on Netflix. In 2007, he became an integral part of Aaron Zigman's team, 

where he made his mark on successful films such as The Proposal, The Ugly Truth, Sex and the City: 

The Movie, Mr. Magorium's Wonder Emporium, and The Shack. Some of the composer's other works 

include Disney's first nature documentary Earth, the eclectic and intimate score for the Mar Del Plata 

Film Festival's grand prize winner Las Malas Intenciones, and his powerful lyrical score for Der Grosse 

Kater (The Big Cat). In 2017, Kirst wrote the score for Seaworld's new documentary show Orca En-

counter. Most recently, he scored the Swedish survival drama Breaking Surface, the political docu-

mentary Welcome to Pine Lake (CBSN), the opioid crime drama Inherit the Viper (Lionsgate), and 

contributed to the score for the comedy The War with Grandpa starring Robert De Niro. Being an inte-

gral part of Los Angeles' thriving media industry and a respected composer, Kirst teaches classical 

composition techniques as a professor at the University of Southern California (USC). 

 

 

 

 

David Kudell 

 

David Kudell is an American composer for film and television. He is the first-prize winner of the 2020 

Spitfire Scoring Competition, in which he was selected as the winner from among 11,000 entrants by 
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JJ Abrams, Jonathan Nolan, Lisa Joy, and Ramin Djawadi. His groundbreaking score and original take 

on a scene to be scored from the HBO television series Westworld shook the composer community 

and made him famous around the world overnight. Raised in Southern California, David Kudell gradu-

ated from San Diego State University in 2000 with a master's degree in film and television production. 

He subsequently worked in the post-production sound department of more than 25 Hollywood films, 

including Black Hawk Down (2011), Mission Impossible 3 (2006) and Kill Bill (2003). As a composer, 

he has written music in a variety of styles and genres for film and television. As part of the team of 

composer Anne-Kathrin Dern, he contributed music to the Netflix film The Claus Family 2 (2021), the 

gothic thriller Devil (2010) and the romantic thriller Have Hold Take (2022). He also writes music for 

the popular music companies Orchestral Tools and Native Instruments. 

 

 

 

 

Tomasz Jakub Opalka 

 

Tomasz Jakub Opalka is a Polish composer of film and new music. "One of the most creative and 

distinctive voices of new music in a long time" wrote Grammophone, and musicologist Małgorzata 

Gąsiorowska attested: "Opałka is a master of color. He never uses the traditional orchestra conven-

tionally. He combines instruments in original ways and creates new soundscapes." Tomasz Jakub 

Opałka's music is characterized by energy, sound sensitivity, sophisticated orchestration and har-

monic innovations. He combines a wealth of influences in his works, distancing himself from both con-

ceptualism and postmodernism. He strongly opposes the use of a priori concepts of the musical work 

that are not rooted in the essence and content of music itself. His bold explorations transcend the 

boundaries of theoretical trends and are firmly rooted in creative intuition combined with thoughtful 

technique. The composer pays close attention to structure, musical form, and narrative development. 

Recordings of his works have been published by Warner Music, among others. 
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Tom Recknell (AKA Jack Graham Thomas) 

 

Tom Recknell is an English film and media composer. His music has been featured on BBC, Channel 

4 and at the Cannes Film Festival, among others. He won several Young Composer Awards at a 

young age, culminating in a full orchestral performance of his early work Elizabeth (2002) at the Royal 

Albert Hall in London when he was only fourteen. In the UK, Tom Recknell has worked as a composer 

with award-winning theatre companies such as Les Enfants Terribles, TuckedIn Productions and the 

New Generation Festival. He studied with Paul Patterson and Gary Carpenter on the National Youth 

Orchestra of Great Britain course, then as a music student and choral scholar at King's College, Cam-

bridge. It was here that he wrote his piece My God, Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me, which was broad-

cast on BBC Radio 3 in 2008, performed by The Choir of King's College, directed by Stephen 

Cleobury. Other works of his have been performed at the Glastonbury Festival, Edinburgh Festival and 

Latitude Festival. In 2020, Tom Recknell was runner-up in the Westworld International Scoring Com-

petition. Many of his original compositions and arrangements have been published by Novello Music 

Sales, and some have been released on record by Signum Records. 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Morgan Smith 

 

Andrew Morgan Smith is an American film composer who has scored over fifty feature film and televi-

sion projects, including productions such as The Old Way, You Might Be the Killer, and Jeepers 
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Creepers 3. He has collaborated with composer Kevin Manthei, among others, to provide additional 

music for the Star Trek Online expansions Victory is Life and Age of Discovery. He also composed 

music for Nathan Furst (Act of Valor, Need for Speed) and Brad Breeck (We Bare Bears Movie). An-

drew Morgan Smith studied film scoring with composers David Newman (Tarzan, Ice Age, Galaxy 

Quest, The Sandlot), Jeff Rona (Homocide: Life on the Street, Chicago Hope, Generation Iron), and 

orchestrator Jack Smalley (Last of the Mohicans, The Mothman). In 2015, he received training in con-

ducting at the Bucharest Music Institute with composer-conductor Lucas Richman (The Manchurian 

Candidate, The Village, As Good As It Gets). Andrew Morgan Smith enjoyed a classical composition 

education at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette (USA), where he studied film scoring, orchestra-

tion, music theory and music history. As a multi-instrumentalist, he plays piano, guitar and saxophone 

himself. As a guest lecturer he has taught at New York University, Emory University, Louisiana State 

University, the University of Louisiana and at various high schools. 

 

 

 

 

Nathan Stornetta 

 

Nathan Stornetta is a Swiss film composer. He is known for his collaboration as music super-visor on 

films such as Chappie (2015), Fast & Furious 6 (2013) and The Lion King (2019). Born in the Jura, 

Nathan Stornetta attended the Collège de Delémont, then the cantonal Lycée Porrentruy, where he 

obtained his baccalaureate diploma. He then studied at the Lausanne Conservatoire and from 2010 to 

2012 at the Royal College of Music in London, where he obtained his Master's degree in Music Com-

position with the distinction of "Excellence". He lives in London, where he collaborates with various 

Anglo-American film composers. In 2018, Nathan Stornetta was a finalist in the Zurich Film Festival's 

International Film Music Competition for his score to Steve Cutt's short film "Happiness". His composi-

tions have also been performed in concert, for example at the Festival du Jura in Switzerland. 
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Oleg Troyanovsky 

 

Oleg Troyanovsky spent his childhood in Geneva, in a family of Russian scientists who worked for 

United Nations (UN). He later studied music and composition at the Tchaikovsky Conservatory in 

Moscow. Oleg Troyanovsky has written soundtracks for more than 40 films and television programs 

and contributed various music for virtual reality projects and sound art installations. In 2015 he re-

ceived the Prix Italia and Prix Europa for the radio projects Encrypted in Music and Musical Observa-

tory. In 2020, Oleg Troyanovsky was selected by J.J. Abrams, J. Nolan and L. Joy as one of six final-

ists among over 11,000 participating composers from around the world in the HBO WestWorld Scoring 

Competition. 

 

 

 

 

Niklaus Vogel 

 

Niklaus Vogel is a Swiss film composer, violinist and conductor. His compositions have been pre-

miered by the Taurida State Symphony Orchestra St. Petersburg, the Orquestra de la Communitat 

Valenciana, the Chamber Orchestra Steffisburg, the Sinfonietta Mosaique Thun and the Zug Sinfo-

nietta, among others. As a producer of film and theater music, Niklaus Vogel works with various film 

production companies such as Crunch, Shining Film, Inpix and provides music for the film music labels 

Atom Music Audio, Warner Chappell Music, Audio Attack and Premium Beat. As a film composer, he 

has collaborated with filmmakers such as Cihan Inan (Zone Rouge), Luki Frieden (Thousand Oceans), 
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Ines Meyer Döring (Muli) and Andreas Graf (The Rest Cure). During an extended stay in Los Angeles 

in 2017, Niklaus interned at Remote Control Productions (Hans Zimmer) and subsequently worked as 

an assistant to Lucas Vidal (Fast and Furious 6) for several months. He completed his studies with a 

Diploma of Advanced Studies in Orchestral Conducting at the Bern University of the Arts, and received 

a Master's degree in Instrumental Pedagogy, Performance and Composition for Film and Videogames 

at the Universities of Lucerne and Zurich and the Berklee College of Music in Valencia, Spain. 

 

 

 

 

Gabriel Yared (Bonustrack) 

 

Gabriel Yared is a Lebanese film composer who became internationally known in 1997 for his music 

for the film "The English Patient" by Anthony Minghella, for which he won an Oscar, a Golden Globe 

Award and a Grammy Award. Since 1980 he has devoted most of his time to composition and to date 

has written more than a hundred film scores, among which he has won several other prestigious a-

wards. He spent most of his childhood at the Jesuit boarding school in Beirut, where he learned to 

write music himself thanks to the music library there. During his later academic training, which brought 

him into contact with many great masters, he remained a deeply passionate autodidact, always in 

search of a musical ideal open to all styles. Gabriel Yared also composes music for dance and has 

been commissioned by renowned choreographers (Carolyn Carl-son, Roland Petit, Wayne Mac 

Gregor, among others) to write music for their ballets. In 2019, Gabriel Yared has written the score for 

the Swiss film Bruno Manser - Die Stimme des Regenwalds. 
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10.2. Biographies of performers involved 

 

 

 

Andreas Graf, solo cello 

 

Born in Basel, Switzerland, the cellist comes from a family of doctors and musicians with a long tradi-

tion. Raised in the cantons of Lucerne and Berne, he first studied at the Berne University of the Arts 

(HKB) with Prof. Peter Hörr, and later with Prof. Michael Sanderling (currently principal conductor of 

the Lucerne Symphony Orchestra) at the University of Music and Performing Arts Frankfurt am Main, 

where he graduated in 2007 with a soloist's diploma with top marks. He received further important 

artistic impulses from renowned teachers such as Janos Starker, Ralph Kirshbaum, Wolfgang Boet-

tcher and Gustav Rivinius. Andreas Graf has been a concert cellist of the Bern Symphony Orchestra 

since 2007 and pursues an international concert career. As a chamber musician, he is a member of 

the Dubach Quartet, the Trio Maare, the Lunaare Piano Quintet and the Duo Graf-Grandy and main-

tains musical exchanges with his cousins Elena Graf (concertmaster at the Stuttgart State Opera) and 

Emanuel Graf (principal cellist at the Bavarian State Opera in Munich). He appears regularly as a solo-

ist and has worked with the Nuremberg Symphony Orchestra, the Kiel Philharmonic Orchestra, the Je-

na Philharmonic Orchestra, the Bern Chamber Orchestra and the Swiss Chamber Orchestra, among 

others. Andreas Graf has been described as a "great musical talent" by the music press. He is the 

winner of the Cultural Promotion Prize of the city of Thun, has participated in several CD and radio 

recordings and has been a guest at international music festivals. As a filmmaker, Andreas Graf is also 

at the intersection of music and film and has produced several short films, some of which have been 

shown at international film festivals. For his short film comedy The Laws of Attraction (2015) he re-

ceived, among others, the Silver Award at the Californian Film Awards. Andreas Graf has a great pas-

sion for film music production, the creation of music films and the promotion of the art of film music 

composition. 
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Swiss Youth Choir (SJC) 

 

The Swiss Youth Choir is made up of singers from all regions of Switzerland. It not only performs cho-

ral music at the highest level, but has also emerged in recent years as a veritable hotbed of the Swiss 

choral scene. Many of the successful young Swiss choir conductors have gained invaluable experi-

ence as assistants in the Swiss Youth Choir. The Swiss Youth Choir builds bridges between the lan-

guage regions and is the living proof that a high standard of music and fun are not mutually exclusive, 

but rather mutually beneficial. The Swiss Youth Choir is an important network for many aspiring pro-

fessional musicians who can be found in its ranks. Many friendships and musical partnerships survive 

the time in the Swiss Youth Choir. 

 

 

 

 

Nicolas Fink, Conductor 

 

After graduating with honors in choral conducting from the Lucerne Conservatory and earning a con-

cert diploma as a baritone, Nicolas Fink found his calling as a choir conductor after stints such as a 

conducting fellowship at the Boston Symphony Orchestra's Tanglewood Music Center (2006). Radio 

choirs embody the ideal of his work in its purest form. The final formative experience was his time as 

choral assistant with the Rundfunkchor Berlin, where from 2010 - 2015 he was able to combine the 

entire spectrum of broadcast choir work with insights into the development of new concert formats and 

music education, which had a lasting impact on him. Since then, he has appeared as a guest conduc-

tor with the choirs of WDR, MDR, Chœur de Radio France, Vocalconsort Berlin, Coro Casa da Música 
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Porto, Chamber Choir Ireland, Cor del Palau de la Música in Barcelona, Edvard Grieg Kor, and others, 

and is a sought-after partner for rehearsals with more than 25 leading conductors to date, including Sir 

Simon Rattle, Valery Gerghiev, Marek Janowski, and Daniele Gatti. Since September 2020, he has led 

the WDR Rundfunkchor as principal conductor. The recordings he conducted of Sergei Rachman-

inoff's two major a cappella works - the WHOLE NIGHT VIGIL with the WDR Rundfunkchor Köln and 

the CHRYSOSTOMOS LITURGIE with the Rundfunkchor Berlin - have been released by Carus and 

have been highly praised by the specialist press. As a music educator, he has been choral director of 

the Schleswig-Holstein Festival Chorus at the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival since 2014. Since 

2018, he has been artistic director of the Swiss Youth Choir as a top national ensemble of young peo-

ple of all provenances, where he promotes talented singers and conductors. 

 

 

10.3. Detailed budget for recording at AIR Studios London 

 

The following pages show the detailed offer of AIR Studios for the realization of music recordings: 
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